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Bezos and Kant's Moral Philosophy
Name
Institution
Immanuel Kant (1724–1804) is a philosopher who was preoccupied with a quest to define the standard upon which morality could be judged. Kant assessed the standard of morality from a deontological perspective (Kant, 2017). The basis of morality for Kant is found in the universal moral law. Hence, Kantian ethics states that a person is good or bad depending on the motivation of their actions and not on the goodness of the consequences of those actions (Kant, 2017). In this sense, an individual can have moral worth only if he/she is motivated by morality. In a nutshell, Kant's moral philosophy builds upon the idea of categorical imperative; individuals should only act if it makes sense for them to will everyone else to act in the same way (Uleman, 2010). In the contemporary global leadership, Kant’s moral philosophy can be used to analyze whether or not leaders’ actions are morally correct. In this case, we will analyze how Jeff Bezos the CEO of Amazon exemplifies this philosophy.  
Jeff Bezos’ exemplifies Kant’s moral philosophy through his avoidance of taxes. Bezos’ Amazon Company has been avoiding paying federal taxes using a variety of tax credits and tax exemptions that are legal and built into the U.S. federal tax code. In 2018, Bezos’ Amazon made $10.1 billion in net income compared with just $3 billion the previous year and paid no income tax. According to Pagano (2019), Amazon took advantage of legal tax credits and tax exemptions as well as the 1992 Supreme Court case, Quill Corp. v. North Dakota; states were prevented from collecting sales tax from e-commerce companies to evade paying taxes (Jones, Meyer & Obana, 2018). 
According to Kant to be a good person you must be good for goodness sake. In this case, Bezos’ morality is in question regardless of whether Amazon’s avoidance of tax is legal or not (Payne & Raiborn, 2018). Bezos’ morality can be interpreted by employing the categorical imperative ideology; if 327.2 million U.S households paid federal income tax, then why shouldn’t Amazon? What if everybody avoided paying tax? Conclusively, Bezos can be considered to be inherently unethical primarily because his actions; tax avoidance are not wholly determined by moral demands.
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